WEEE IRELAND IS FIVE

Celebrating over 33 million WEEE appliances recycled in past five years with a Green Electrical and Electronic Art Project 

Press release, 12th August 2010

WEEE Ireland, the Irish compliance scheme for electrical and battery recycling is encouraging celebrations for it’s 5th anniversary and a major milestone in Irish environmental targets, In those five years, Ireland has become one of the top electronic recycling nations in the EU with over 33 million waste appliances recycled since the introduction of the WEEE (Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment) scheme. 
To put the success of the WEEE Ireland initiative in to perspective here are some recycling statistics at a glance:
· Since 2005, WEEE Ireland has collected enough TVs and monitors to go around the M50 14 times 
· The weight of small appliances collected by WEEE Ireland since 2005 is equal to over 6 times the weight of structural metal used in the construction of the Aviva Stadium. 
· Enough large household appliances and fridge freezers have been collected by WEEE Ireland to fill Croke Park 41 times over! 
· 10 million fluorescent lamps and energy savers have been collected by WEEE Ireland since 2005 
· Since the scheme began, the equivalent of over 7 pieces of WEEE for every man woman and child in Ireland have been collected. ( 33,513,605 estimated units, population estimate (CSO) = 4.5 million) 
To mark reaching this target for a greener future, WEEE Ireland are holding two collection days; one in the grounds of IMMA in Kilminham, Dublin and one in The Mart Yard, Fermoy, Cork on Saturday 14th August from 10am to 4pm. Both are free and open to the public to drop off old and unused electronic and electrical goods, which will be either recycled or reused in a unique art installation project being staged in the Dublin event and created in collaboration with Dublin artists. This art installation is being created as a tribute to our commitment to recycling and a more sustainable future for the country. 

Those who bring along their WEEE on the day will have the chance to see their old washing machine, television or even batteries become a part of a unique art installation to be produced in collaboration with Dublin artists from 100% recycled items. With, plenty of free prizes everyone can come along and enjoy a FREE, sustainable day out.

Leo Donovan, CEO of WEEE Ireland, said “Everyone at WEEE Ireland would like to take the opportunity to say a huge thank you to the people of Ireland who have helped us to reach this milestone. In the past five years, Ireland has become one of the leading recycling nations in Europe and an example of best practice in how recycling can become a way of life and bring us towards a more sustainable future for the country .”
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