Apprentice Candidate not “Wanted” for recycling by WEEE Ireland
WEEE Ireland the Irish compliance scheme for waste electrical and battery recycling, are rolling out a national poster campaign using the winning design debuted on last night’s The Apprentice, Monday 18th October 2010. 

“We were pleasantly surprised by the standard of posters and presentations from the candidates competing to be Bill Cullen’s next Apprentice”, said Leo Donovan CEO of WEEE Ireland “however the “Wanted” theme more than met the brief in terms of selling the recycling message to the public in an innovative and humorous way.” 
The scheme used the winning team’s poster design to develop a series of advertisements featuring a variety of waste household electrical appliances and batteries which are “Wanted” for recycling. The posters will be in place at Adshel Bus Shelters and adboxes around the country from Tuesday 19th October 2010 and WEEE Ireland hopes the campaign will encourage more people to clear out old and broken waste appliances and batteries from their home and bring for recycling. 
Unfortunately for candidate Caroline McHugh, the WEEE Ireland judges were not as impressed with her team’s effort and she was fired from the boardroom by Bill Cullen.  Despite not meeting the business standard for her sales and marketing skills Caroline was one of the more popular team members this year, especially with some of the male contestants and even Bill Cullen complimented her before her public dismissal. Audience members at the “You’re Fired” after show hosted by Anton Savage and held at the glamorous Wright Venue in Swords Co. Dublin, voted against Dr. Bill choosing to ‘Hire’ and not ‘Fire’ Caroline instead.  
Appearing on The Apprentice is not a new concept for WEEE Ireland - the scheme set the 2008 candidates collection day tasks to see which team could collect the most electrical waste for recycling from the public in one day. The task created a media stir when contestant Joanna Murphy was fired for cheating. WEEE Ireland’s Marketing and PR Executive, Christine Meehan explains why they chose to appear again on the programme – “...the response from the public to our collection day programme, phone calls and emails into the office and queries about WEEE and battery recycling went through the roof after WEEE Ireland featured on the first series of The Apprentice. We reached an audience that perhaps wouldn’t always watch features on recycling, waste management and the environment and we jumped at the chance to do it again in 2010”
~ ENDS~
The WEEE and Battery Directives: WEEE stands for Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment and under the European Union WEEE Directive, Ireland is tasked with meeting ambitious recycling targets to divert this waste from landfill, treat any hazards it may contain in an appropriate manner and recover the resources in it for use again by industry. Ireland has the potential to be one of the top performing countries in Europe in this sector, having again achieved over double the EU target of collection for electrical recycling per head of population in 2009 despite the difficult economic climate. The Waste Battery Directive sets equally challenging targets – by 2012 Ireland will be required to collect 25% of all spent batteries for recycling, rising to 45% in 2016.
About WEEE Ireland: A not for profit organisation and approved by the Minister of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, WEEE Ireland provides a cost effective solution for producers of household EEE and batteries in compliance with Irish regulations on the recycling of electronic waste. WEEE Ireland organises for the treatment and recycling of WEEE and waste batteries from authorised collection points around the country. The corporate website, www.weeeireland.ie, is utilised by producers and retailers looking for practical guidance on how to understand and comply with the WEEE and Battery Regulations. The consumer focused website www.recyclefree.ie informs members of the public how and where they can recycle their old appliances. 
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